
Music Technology 
 

Great Speeches Project Guidelines 
 

Assignment:  Using Garage Band, create a song based on a famous 
speech and do a short write up about it. 
 
Requirements: 

 Must be at least 4-5 minutes long 

 Must heavily incorporate the speech and it’s themes, but in chunks no longer than 5-10 seconds 
at a time.  You may use up to 5 different chunks, as many times as you want. 

 The speech can be the original audio, or your voice reading it (original audio can be found here)  
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.html 

 Must include 3 different audio sources 
o Garage Band samples 
o External imported audio (probably the speech) 
o Something you recorded yourself 

 Must make use of auto-volume and auto-pan tools. 

 Must NOT be 120 BPM (any other tempo is fine) 

 Needs to “change” as it goes (not just be the same “beat” for 5 minutes straight)  Suggestion:  
Think about having a beginning, middle and end.  You can use that structure to make it more 
meaningful 

 Write up must be 1 page, double spaced, 12pt font (typed).  Should describe the speech you 
chose, why you chose it, and the message of your song.  Think about why you chose the specific 
sound you did (something more than, “uh, cause it sounded cool”).  How does the song use the 
speech to say something? 

 
Due __/__/___, worth a Test grade.  Must be complete by the end of the day.  You will have some class 
time to work on this project, but possibly not enough to finish (depending on how complicated you 
make it).  If you need more time, it’s your responsibility to seek me out and work out some additional 
computer lab time with him.  I’m not going to chase you down, and this is not a flexible deadline (think 
of it as a professional gig, the client is expecting his files by the 3rd, being late isn’t an option).  I’d 
suggest that you plan ahead!  If it looks like it’s going to take longer than your thought, figure it out 
asap.  If you wait until the day it’s due to seek out more lab time, I won’t be able to help you.  Your lack 
of planning does not equal my emergency.  This is how it works if you’re a gigging audio engineer. 
 

DON’T FORGET THE WRITE UP!!!! 
 
Projects should be turned in to Mr Wolf via the GP201.  Final projects will be posted on 
GreatPathMusic.com for everyone to hear unless you specifically request otherwise. 
 
Good luck, have fun! 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.html

